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▪ Page 7: The 2017 Valley 
school trip took students fur-
ther than many had ever been: 
to New Orleans.

We are:  Traveling

 Valley 
COLLABORAT IVE

▪ Page 3: Meet Valley’s new 
Middle School elective group, 
A Call to Action, students who 
are harnessing their energy to 
make positive change.

We are:  Giving Back

Dear Valley Collaborative family 
and friends:
We have had an excellent school 

year at Valley.  Valley continues to 
develop high quality programming 
and continuously enhances its of-
ferings depending upon student’s 
needs.  With our talented therapy 
department and certified educators, 
as well as caring, committed support 
staff, we have the abil-
ity to create customized 
programming that meets 
the unique needs of our 
student body, something 
we take great pride in 
everyday. 

This past year Valley 
received another financial 
audit which was “find-
ing free” and received an 
exemplary rating on the 
financial review/audit 
done by the Department 
of Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education.  Valley 
continues to manage its 
operations such that tu-
ition rates for FY’18 will not increase 
and will remain at FY’11 levels.  Fur-
thermore, for the third consecutive 
year, Valley will be returning mon-
ies to its member school districts 
because our excellent programming 
continues to attract many students 
resulting in a surplus of funds.   For 
FY’17, we are expecting to return 
almost $2 million to our member 
districts, an approximately 42% 
reduction in our already low tuition 

rates for this past year.
Our elementary school has 

enjoyed its new sensory stimulation 
room and greenhouse.  Our middle 
school has settled into their new 
classrooms. The high school trip 
this year was to New Orleans. Our 
students in Site 2 had an amaz-
ing fundraiser for New Englands 
Wounded Veterans, Inc., and Site 

1 students experienced their first 
overnight trip. 

The Experiential Physical Edu-
cation program continues to support 
our students socially and emotion-
ally by providing them with unique 
outdoor experiences where they are 
able to develop caring and authen-
tic relationships with their fellow 
students and staff.

 
»continued on next page.

Enhancing Offerings to 
Meet Student Needs

▪ Page 3. Valley Elementary 
Students are getting a jump on 
literacy and emotional growth.

We are:  Reading

PAUL DONOVAN RECIPIENT OF THE ANNUAL TONY BENT 
LEADERSHIP AWARD WITH DR. CHRIS A. SCOTT, 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, VALLEY COLLABORATIVE.
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Letter from the Executive Director

Valley CollaborativeThanks Our Donors

T he following businesses and 
individuals donated to Valley 
Collaborative this year, mak-

ing it possible for us to provide stu-
dent scholarships for educational 
trips and after school programming 
for our students:

Gold 
Enterprise Bank, Mr. George 
Duncan Chairman

Silver
AI3 Architects LLC
Marathas Barrow Weatherhead 
Lent LLP, Attorney Thomas Lent

Bronze
Action-King Enterprises, Inc.
Security Design
Arnold M. Kerzner
B.J. Doyle, Inc
Compass Project Management
Embroidery Unlimited, Inc.
Fritz & DeGuglielmo, CPA
Industrial Floor Covering, Inc.

 
»continued from cover.

Valley is proud to say that we 
are one of only a few Department 
of Developmental Services (DDS) 
operated programs in the Com-
monwealth where adults are paid 
minimum wage for work they do at 
modified work sites.  This year we 
also received a grant from the Mas-
sachusetts Rehabilitation Commis-
sion (MRC) for transitional services 
for students ages 14 -22.

The school play this year was 
“Aladdin Jr.” Our students deserve 
Oscar nominations and our staff who 
generously gave up their time and 
talents all deserve to be staff of the 
month. If you haven’t watched a Val-
ley play and you need an emotional 
lift, attending this inspirational 
event will be the cure. 

We had a most successful fun-
draiser for our afterschool program 
and school trip again this year. We 
raised over $8,000. A special thank 
you to all of our donors.  Please 
see the full list of donors below. A 
special mention to our gold and 
silver contributors; Enterprise Bank 
& Trust (Gold), Marathas Barrow 
Weatherhead and Lent LLP (Silver), 
and AI3 Architects LLC (Silver).

Every year Valley Collaborative 
acknowledges one employee who ex-
emplifies leadership qualities, good 
character and a strong work ethic. 
This year the recipient of the Dr. 
Anthony Bent Leadership Award is  
Paul Donovan, Network Administra-
tor.  Mr. Donovan joined the Valley 
team last summer and has reformed 
the IT department and made himself 
an invaluable team player.  Everyone 
at Valley joins me in thanking Paul 
for all of his dedication and efforts 
to make Valley a world class educa-
tional institution with state of the art 
technology.

A special thank you to our sup-
portive Board Members who without 
their support all of this would not be 
possible; Valley Collaborative Board 
Chairman Mr. Timothy Piwowar, 
Superintendent Billerica Public 
Schools; Dr. Jay Lang, Superinten-

dent Chelmsford Public Schools; 
Mr. Steven Stone, Superintendent 
Dracut Public Schools; Mr. Wil-
liam Ryan, Interim Superintendent 
Groton-Dunstable Regional School 
District; Ms. Denise Pigeon, Super-
intendent Nashoba Valley Technical 
School District; Ms. Joan Landers 
Superintendent North Middlesex 
Regional School District; Mr. Chris-
topher Malone, Superintendent 
Tewksbury Public Schools; Dr. 
Michael Flanagan, Superintendent 
Tyngsborough Public Schools; Mr. 
Everett (Bill) Olsen, Superintendent 
Westford Public Schools.  We wel-
come Valley’s newest Board Member 
Dr. Laura Chesson, Superintendent 
Groton-Dunstable Regional School 
District. ▪
My best to you always, 

Chris
Chris A. Scott, Ph.D.
Executive Director

(Bronze, cont.)
Lori L. Likis
Lyons and Rogers, LLC
Marilyn Humphries Photography
O’Connor Hardware, Inc.
PARS
QPL, Inc.
TGL Logistics LLC

In kind
Butterfly Place
Roller Kingdom

Thanks to all!

Left to right: Nicole Noska, Principal, Val-
ley Collaborative Middle School; Kerry 
Clery, Assistant Superintendent, Westford 
Public Schools; Beverly Ross Denny, CEO, 
Resources for Better Teaching; Kari Mor-
rin, Director of Student Services, Valley 
Collaborative; Matt Crowley, Assistant 
Superintendent, Woburn Public Schools; 
Kristine Bonsack, Principal, Site 3, Valley 
Collaborative Transitional High School.
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Middle Schoolers Answer a Call to Action

They heard the calls for help and an-
swered.  Whether it was a small child in 
need of a pair of shoes or a clean place 

to play, they were there with a helping hand. 
I’m not describing a national organization, but 
rather the Middle School elective group, A Call 
to Action.

A Call to Action is the brainchild of Middle 
School Principal, Nicole Noska, and history 
teacher, John Shea.  Noska explains, “We 
were seeing flashes of extreme generosity and 
compassion within the Middle School commu-
nity. We thought the students could harness 
this energy and really evoke positive change 
throughout the local and even global commu-
nities.” 

Over the last 4 months, Middle School 
students participating in this weekly elective, A Call 
to Action, have been busy.  They have organized and 
participated in a 2-day cleanup of the Billerica Parks, 
facilitated a book donation through Books For Africa, 
and are currently working with the non-profit, Soles For Souls, collecting shoes for a shoe drive.  The results of 
these efforts speak for themselves. Over 500 pounds of trash was removed from Billerica parks, 125 textbooks 
were sent to children in the African nation of Ethiopia, and approximately 100 pairs of shoes have been collected.  
One student explained that, “Actions speak louder than words and we wanted to actually make things better for 
people.”  It’s clear that mission has been met. ▪

FROM LEFT TO RIGHT: BOB CLOHESY, JAYDA MARQUEZ-SPEAR, AAR-
ON MCMAHON, CHRIS LITTLEJOHN, HEATHER LEVASSEUR, XAVIER 

ROMAN, LUIS ALGARIN, AND ASHER CAMPBELL.

Every month the Elementary 
school engages in a school 
wide activity to encourage 

social and emotional growth for 
our students. We align many of our 
activities to our public school coun-
terparts, as a school environment 
even in our substantially separate 
program is so important. In March 
we like most schools, celebrated 
Read Across America. The staff and 
students participated in a door-deco-
rating contest of their favorite books. 
Doors ranged from No David to The 
BFG. Additionally the New England 
Patriots were generous enough to 
send their kicker Stephen Gost-
kowski to come read to our students! 
He spent time with our staff prior to 
judging the door contest and then 

Elementary School Students Read Across America

FROM LEFT TO 
RIGHT:  ELIZABETH 
MUGAVERO, AIDE; 
PHALIN TOUN, 
AIDE; EDGAR(GEO)
NUNEZ, STUDENT; 
GABE SOUTO, 
STUDENT; STEPHEN 
GOSTKOWSKI, NEW 
ENGLAND PATRI-
OTS KICKER; HEIDI 
SANDLER, TEACHER; 
NATHAN PERUSSE, 
STUDENT; BRAN-
DON KINGLOCKE, 
STUDENT. 

engaged our kids in a school wide 
read aloud. The kids formulated 10 
questions for him and he generously 
took pictures with each class and our 
staff at the end. We were truly grate-

ful for the experience to host such 
a positive event. A big thank you to 
our teachers Meghan Waters 
and Jen Bergeron for orga-
nizing the event. ▪
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Some high schoolers need a 
tangible connection to the 
curriculum in order to truly 

understand or care for the material 
they learn. An experience embedded 
in curriculum can even make stu-
dents care about one another. The 
teaching staff on Site 1 understand 
how to hook a student’s interest into 
an abstract, difficult or seemingly 
boring topic with real world experi-
ences. Our teachers have connected 
Valley curriculum to a wide variety 
of academic and therapeutic field 
trips that have many positive ben-

efits. 
Valley students have built their 

connection to the community, local 
history, curriculum and each other 
with a series of unique field trips 
this school year. After studying the 
American Dream, students visited 
the “Dreams of Freedom” exhibit at 
the Skywalk Observatory atop the 
Prudential Center. The museum 
sits high above the city and depicts 
personal immigration stories within 
Boston’s rich cultural history shaped 
by immigration. Students were able 
to research their own backgrounds 

and trace how their ancestors came 
to the Boston area. 

Many students realized they 
came from the
same countries, or their ances-
tors immigrated to escape simi-
lar situations. Then they saw the 
same stories in readings from their 
American Experience course. 

Reading can be a tough task 
for students living in a fast paced 
and technology dependent culture. 
Some students get easily distracted 
when reading, or find it tough to 
connect to the material. A real life 

experience with a piece of litera-
ture can be the hook a student 
needs to take interest in read-
ing. Students had the oppor-
tunity to see the North Shore 
Music Theatre’s production 
of “A Christmas Carol” before 
reading the work by Charles 
Dickens. The performance was 
played out on a stage with 360° 
views of actors and actresses 
appearing out of trap doors or 
flying onto the stage by wire. 

Students also got the opportunity 
to see the setting of Arthur Mill-
er’s play The Crucible in Salem, 
Massachusetts. Many students 
were hooked into the classroom 

readings from physically seeing the 
settings of these stories.

Teachers and students of differ-
ent demographics, ages and in-
terests were able to bond over the 
shared experience of Boston sports 
multiple times this school year. 
Students studied sportsmanship, 
math and physical science with the 
help of the New England Patri-
ots and the Hall at Patriot Place. 
Science and math based exhibits 
challenged students to input data 
involved in kicking a field goal or 
completing a pass. Valley students 
hosted by The Sports Museum 
at TD Garden found themselves 

eye-to-eye with the rich champi-
onship history hanging from the 
Garden rafters. A tour guide took 
students through ups and downs in 
Boston sports history. They even 
got the chance to try on game worn 
memorabilia from past Celtics and 
Bruins players. Students encoun-
tered a similar experience at the 
Basketball Hall of Fame in Spring-
field, Massachusetts. 

Teachers used these experiences 
in the classroom to connect histori-
cal events, math concepts, scientific 
ideas, and character traits. 

With a wealth of opportunity 
to get out into the community, 
students have a terrific incentive to 
work hard in the classroom to earn 
unique experiences. The natural by-
product here is a stronger academic 
community. Students understand 
that they need to meet expectations 
to go white water rafting, spend 
a few nights in a cabin on Mount 
Cardigan, or take a plane to New 
Orleans to tour an historic city. 
Some students take the initiative to 
hold one-another accountable. 

»continued on page 8

DEREK WYNTERS AND JAYDEN 
MANALS ON A ROCK CLIMBING 
TRIP. OPPORTUNITIES TO GET 
OUT INTO THE COMMUNITY 
GIVE STUDENTS AN INCENTIVE 
TO SELF-REGULATE AND WORK 
HARD IN THE CLASSROOM.

Site 1: Making Tangible Connections

SITE 1 STUDENTS ON A WHITE WATER RAFT-
ING TRIP. PICTURED: AUSTIN PERRY, ANGEL 
MORALES, NICK LECLAIR, DEREK WYNTERS, 
JOSH CIAMPA, NICK BRUCE, JAYDEN MANALS.
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Alternative High School’s Three Paths to Graduation

As we round the horn, and 
graduation sits on the ho-
rizon, Valley Transitional 

High School Site 2 is finishing 
strong. As always we could not 
even imagine 4 years ago that our 
program could have accomplished 
so much and taken on such en-
deavours as we have this school 
year. Due to the tireless work of 
the teachers, aides, and staff we are 
so proud to reflect on several past 
events and announce some of the 
upcoming activities. 

While Valley Collaborative looks 
to continue to push the envelope 
with its technology initiatives, Site 
2 “East” has begun to incorporate 
Virtual Reality into their curricu-
lum. Using Google Expedition, as 
well as the site’s iPads, students 
and staff have been able to supple-
ment lessons with a 360 degree, 3 
axis perspective of historical land-
marks. Just this quarter, students 
have experienced the American 

Site 3: Lights, Camera, Action!
Site 3 has had a busy spring with the preparation of our production 
of Aladdin Jr. school play. The students and staff worked tirelessly 
to make this year’s play another huge success. Monica Bruni from 
our School and Vocational Training class and Michael White also 
from our School and Vocational Training class did a phenomenal 
job as Jasmine and Aladdin. Marcus Mengistab from our School 
to Work class was terrifying as the Villain Jafar. Justin Goyette 
played Jafar’s sidekick, Iago, quite mischievously.  Alex Najarian-
Najfi powerfully commanded as Razoul, Captain of the Agrabah 
guard. The Sultan was played by Arun Maudgal in a rather regal 
fashion.  Whitman Mamayak “flew” around playfully as the Magic 
Carpet.  Humza Malik, Lucas Costain and Julia Lesnik graciously 
informed the audience as our narrators.  The production was filled 
with the humor of one of our coaches, Steve Heasley, as the Genie.  
Lastly, the play would not be complete without our supporting 
players and production crew members Joseph Distefano (voice of 
Genie), Fazian Malik, Angela Penn, Nate Steigerwald, and Greg 
Milner. All the students and staff put in a tremendous amount of 
effort and it proved to be a production to be truly proud of.  ▪

STUDENT PERFORMERS IN THIS YEAR’S SCHOOL PLAY, ALAD-
DIN JR. FIRST ROW: HUMZA MALIK, STEVEN HEASLEY, JULIA 
LESNIK, MICHAEL WHITE, LUCAS COSTAIN; 2ND ROW: MAR-
CUS MENGISTAB AND ARUN MAUDGAL.

Gold Rush, sites of the Vietnam 
war, and stormed the Normandy 
beach of D-Day during WWII. In 
science, students have visited the 
San Diego Zoo, not to mention see 
Hydrogen bonding right before 
their eyes, and finally being privy 
to a rocket’s ascent into space. We 
could not be more proud of the 
initiative the teachers of East have 
undertaken to remain on the fore-
front of technological advance-
ments in our classrooms. 

In the “North” program, stu-
dents recently were given the 
opportunity to visit the Museum of 
Fine Arts and view several exhib-
its, but highlighting the visit was 
“Massed Media”, a series of pieces 
from all over the world that were 
made up of small images pieced 
together to create larger images.

.
Artists created videos, sculp-

ture, paintings, as well as used 
other mediums in order to make 
those who experience the pieces 

become aware of their own percep-
tions of the world around us - a 
similar lesson the teachers of Site 
2 are always working with students 
to understand. 

»continued on page 6.

TEACHER COREY SHEPHERD BEGINS A 
VIRTUAL REALITY LESSON ON HYDROGEN 
BONDING THROUGH GOOGLE EXPEDITION 
WITH STUDENTS CHASE ELLIOTT, LOGAN 
CARDILLO, AND JUSTIN CHEN.
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Pieces in the exhibit originated 
from all over the world including 
South America and the Far East. 
Every Wednesday, students of 
North side have enjoyed stepping 
out of the classroom to experience 
museums, cooking lessons, job 
tours, and college/university tours 
all across Massachusetts. 

Undertaking overnight trips 
into the wilderness is nothing 
new for the teachers and staff of 
Site 2 “West.” Students and staff 
in the program have climbed Mt. 
Cardigan, skied the slopes of the 
White Mountains, and will have 
ventured to Lonesome Lake again. 
The staff and seniors of West Side 
have gone above and beyond this 
time. On June 2nd, 7 graduating 
seniors and several staff members, 
along with guides from Northeast 
Mountaineering will undergo a 
midnight hike of Mount Washing-
ton in hopes to arrive at the sum-
mit for sunrise. While this experi-
ence is amazing in itself, so is the 
selflessness of the students who are 
attempting to raise $5000, towards 

supporting five severely 
wounded veterans in New 
Englands Wounded Veterans 
Program. The fundraising 
prerequisite was initially 
waived by the charity for our 
students, but our students 
felt that there was an oppor-
tunity to “give back”, much 
like they felt that Valley has 
given back to them over the 
years. 

Again, the amazing sto-
ries that have come from the 
students of Site 2 this year 
have been heart stopping, 
but there is still over a month 
left before graduation, and 
students and staff are not ready to 
“pack it in” for the summer. Thank 
you as always to the amazing staff 
who work tirelessly to create a safe 
and beneficial environment for our 
students. You are appreciated! ▪
We’re proud to note that at publi-
cation time, the students had not 
only met their fundraising goal, 
they’ve exceeded it, raising $5660.

Three Paths to Graduation

WEST SIDE TEACHERS GLEN COSTELLO, 
SHEALAGH SOARES, JOSH CIAMPA AND 
BOBBY NIMBLETT TAKE A PICTURE 
WITH STUDENTS ALEX SONG, ROBERT 
GARCIA, DYLLON NEWSOM, COLLEEN 
BENNETT AND CODY SWEENEY AS 
THEYTAKE ON THE SLOPES OVERLOOK-
ING MOUNT WASHINGTON DURING 
THE MOUNT CRAWFORD OVERNIGHT 
CAMPING TRIP. 

TEACHERS BRITTANY BRITTON, 
BRITTANY MAIURI, AND TREVOR 
DONAGHUE REACH THE SUMMIT 
OF MOUNT WILLARD ACCOMPA-
NIED BY STUDENTS ZACH SAUN-
DERS, NICK CARDILLO, GEORGIA 
ENGLISH, LUCAS FLORES, GADDIEL 
CRUZ, AND HUNTER BOUDREAU. 

6
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Former Valley Student Reaches Great Heights 

C ongratulations to Chris O’Neil, 
a former participant in Val-
ley’s School to Work Program. 

Chris was one of only three Alpine 
Advanced Skiers in Massachusetts 
to make the USA Special Olympic 
Team. In March of 2017, Team USA 
traveled to Austria to compete against 
2,700 athletes from 107 countries in 
the World Winter Games. In Chris’s 
first Advanced Alpine Skiing event he 
came in third place winning a Bronze 
Medal. Everyone here at Valley Col-
laborative is extremely proud and 
inspired by Chris’s accomplishments. 

During his four years at Valley 
Chris built everlasting friendships 
with both students and staff mem-
bers. In his high school years, Chris 
had active roles in many sport teams 
including football, basketball, base-
ball, and skiing. He was an extremely 
passionate member of those teams 
and he continues to show that pas-
sion in everything he does. 

O’Neil graduated from high 
school in 2008, was nominated for 
the World Games, and graduated 
from the STRIDE program at Lowell 
General Hospital where he currently 
is employed as a linen aid.

Skiing is his favorite thing to do; 
he just can’t get enough of it. He also 
enjoys other sports, playing video 
games, reading, and hanging out with 
his family and friends. Andrea O’Neil, 
his mom, said, “He loves geography 
and history. He could go on for hours 
giving you facts.”

Andrea explains that there isn’t 
just one thing that Special Olympics 
means to Christopher.

“It’s making friends, competing, 
having fun, dedication, and passion. 
It’s everything,” said Andrea. Chris-
topher is very proud to represent the 
USA and has never been to Europe 
before, so he’s excited to see Austria 
and meeting new people. “Special 
Olympics has made Christopher con-

fident, it’s allowed him to have a love 
for skiing, and it’s given him access to 
different things,” Andrea said. ▪

Note: this story includes mate-
rial from a profile of Chris that ran in 
the Lowell Sun on March 19, 
2017. 

FORMER VALLEY STUDENT AND 
SPECIAL OLYMPIAN CHRIS O’NEIL.

On May 22nd Valley Collabora-
tive students and staff raised 
the bar by taking an airplane 

ride to the South. The Valley travelers 
ventured to New Orleans, Louisiana 
for their 5th annual school trip.  This 
was an exciting opportunity for our 
students, as many have never been on 
an airplane before. The students and 
staff experienced southern culture 
with a riverboat cruise and evening 
jazz experience. They also took in a 
history lesson while visiting a Bayou 
Country plantation, and walked 
through the French quarter and La-
fayette cemetery. Thanks to the gen-
erous contributions of our vendors 
who helped make this trip possible 
for 2 students who wouldn’t be able 
to afford it otherwise. Thank you for 
making this dream a reality!  ▪

School Trip 2017 Heads South to New Orleans

1ST ROW L TO R. BEN CIRIELLO, KRISTINE BONSACK, EMILY EASTWOOD, JULIA LESNIK,  
WHITMAN MAMAYEK, KAITLYN WHITE, LIA METRAKAS, JOE DISTEFANO, JACOB DU-
MAIS, SANDY GAMACHE.
2ND ROW, TONY BERRY, LUCAS COSTAIN, BRIAN LONG, MINDY MALAS, SAM WOJTOW-
ICZ, BOBBY RICHARDS, SHANNON BURKE, SHANNON CHAMBERLAIN,RANDY JONES.
3RD ROW, KEN BONNELL, MICHAEL WHITE, MARCUS MENGISTAB, JOE VENSKUS, DJ 
VITALE, ROB RUSSELL, ANTHONY FOSTER.
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The Merrimack Valley Superinten-
dents Association hosts a Scholars 
Luncheon in May that recognizes 
students who represent the very 
best of our districts across the 
Merrimack Valley.  These students 
represent the definition of success 
within our schools.  We would like 
to congratulate the students chosen 
from Valley’s Transitional High 
School Sites 1 and 3. 

Ken Bonnell from Chelmsford 
began attending Valley Col-
laborative as a participant of 

our summer program. After receiving 
his diploma from Chelmsford High 
School, Ken enrolled at Valley full 
time in order to focus on his voca-
tional and independent living skills. 
Fast forward 4 years and Ken has 
become a leader in the classroom and 
at his independent internship with 
The Radisson Hotel and Suites in 
Chelmsford. 

Ken loves sports and he aspires to 
one day work in the athletic depart-
ment at Chelmsford High School. 
When he has free time you can find 
Ken at every Boston College home 
football game, at Chelmsford High 
football and hockey games, or coach-

ing baseball with the Chelms-
ford High baseball team. 

Congratulations to the 2017 Valley Scholars 
When he isn’t enjoying these sporting 
events Ken spends his free time read-
ing romantic novels or writing songs. 
Throughout his life Ken has had to 
deal with a physical disability that has 
required him to have over 30 surger-
ies. Most people faced with these 
challenges would have difficulties 
staying positive, but not Ken. He is 
always cheerful, willing to help others 
and just generally optimistic about 
life. These characteristics are what 
makes Ken truly inspirational. 

D aniel Collins, a Billerica na-
tive, is an accomplished senior 
at Valley Collaborative who 

has consistently earned honor roll 
distinction. An enthusiastic animal 
lover, Dan’s goal is to earn a degree 
in biology and ultimately work in 
a meaningful profession caring for 
animals.  Currently, Dan has secured 
and maintained a successful intern-
ship at Cintas, a reputable corporate 
cleaning company.  In a testament 
to Dan’s strong work ethic, Cintas 
has already offered Dan continued 
employment after he graduates from 
Valley.

VALLEY TRANSITIONAL HIGH 
SCHOOL STUDENT DAN COLLINS.

TRANSITIONAL HIGH SCHOOL 
STUDENT KEN BONNELL.

Site 1: Tangible Connections

»continued from page 4

When a student is having a hard time self-regulating it is not uncommon 
to hear a classmate say, “Chill out, indoor rock climbing is tomorrow.” The 
self-regulating strategies and pro-social behaviors we preach in our Health 
and Wellness classes often manifest in the wake of a trip students want to be 
allowed to attend. 

All students have the inherent potential to learn and interact with cur-
riculum. Some do well with text, but others need movement, hands-on 
experience and something palpable to reinforce a text. The biggest benefit 
from experiential physical and academic trips has been student buy-in. A 
student may work harder in the classroom in order to earn the experience of 
white water rafting, or read and analyze Charles Dickens with more enthu-
siasm and effort because she saw his work played out on stage. Our teachers 
have seen great returns on investing in real life experiences that supplement 
curriculum. ▪

Dan has made tremendous 
strides since joining Valley Collabora-
tive four years ago.  Dan faced many 
challenges in the early going-socially, 
emotionally, and internally.  Dan has 
since blossomed into a young man 
who is confident, outgoing, success-
ful, and kind-hearted.  We could 
not be prouder of Dan and all of his 
achievements as he transitions into 
his next, undoubtedly successful 
phase of life. ▪
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The Adult Services Department 
is excited to announce our new 
partnership with Sebastian’s – 

LPM Holding Company in Andover, 
MA.  Beginning in March work crews 
have been providing food prepara-
tion, utility and general maintenance 
services in Sebastian’s kitchen which 
serves approximately 750 employees 
every day.

By contracting with like-minded 
businesses in our community, Valley 
Collaborative is able to offer its adult 
workers vocational training and 
employment opportunities at com-
petitive wages. Valley Collaborative 
students will also be able to access 
this site for vocational exploration 
and training. These opportunities 
support individual vocational goals, 
increased independence and commu-
nity integration. ▪

Adult Services: New Vocational 
Work Site Announced

LEFT TO RIGHT: TRACY SPINALE, HEIDI PACHECO, JOHN 
HIGSON (CHEF MANAGER), AND DEB PELLETIER  
(VOCATIONAL COACH).

JOHN SHAW, ADULT SERVICES PRO-
GRAM AND DARREN GOAD, ADULT 
SERVICES  PROGRAM SUPERVISOR.

Program 
Overview

For more than 25 years Valley 
Collaborative has been provid-
ing vocational supports and 

opportunities to adults with dis-
abilities in their local communities. 
Services include group employment, 
internships, volunteer opportunities 
and competitive employment. 

 For those in our Today and 
Tomorrow Program funded by 
the Department of Developmental 
Services, this support includes find-
ing a vocational goal and receiving 
training to work in the community. 
With 15 different worksites to choose 
from, these adults can learn a wide 
range of skills. Just recently, one of 
our adult group workers was rec-
ognized for his work at Crosspoint 
Towers and offered a paid position 
with the company. This led to him 
being able to save up and get a car 
which has opened up a whole new 
world of independence for him.

 Clients in our Evaluation and 
Training and Supported Work pro-
grams, funded by the Massachusetts 
Rehabilitation Commission; are 
actively seeking competitive employ-
ment. These adults often rely on 
public assistance and are living in 
poverty. Having support in their job 
search and employment helps these 
individuals gain the confidence they 
need to be successful. For many, 
these jobs allow them to purchase 
items other than food and clothing 
that contributes to the local econ-
omy. As one young man stated “I 
was able to take my daughter to the 
aquarium for the first time, it made 
me feel like a real dad.” He has been 
working successfully now for eleven 
months.

 Over the last four years Valley 
Collaborative Adult Services Depart-
ment has grown by more than 60% 
and will provide support to more 
than 250 individuals by the 
end of this fiscal year. ▪



Developing Leaders at Every Level
Valley believes it is important “to develop Leadership at every level.” 
Dr. Anthony Bent continues to lead, mentor, coach, and facilitate 
Valley’s leadership team.  His efforts have helped to develop a high 
functioning team that enjoys reaching its goals.    The picture below 
depicts an activity during one of the leadership sessions that focused 
on the importance of collaboration and synergy among team members.  
The other topics covered this year included the importance of trust, 
personal integrity, communication skills, and courage.   ▪

Staff appreciation: From left to right: Mark Morreale, 
Operations and Facilities Manager; Sean Glavin, Director 
of Finance and Operations; William Sullivan, Adult Cus-
todian; Ian MacAulay, Maintenance Custodian; Jack Hayes, 
Lead Custodian.

From left to right:  Sean Glavin, Director of Finance and Opera-
tions, Valley Collaborative; Joia Mercurio, Assistant Executive 
Director, Valley Collaborative; Pamela Walker, Program Lead, 
Valley  Collaborative Elementary School.

Dr. Tony Bent and Dr. Christine 
Francis, MASS Assistant Superinten-
dent Leadership Seminar Facilitators 
held a session for aspiring superin-
tendents at Valley Collaborative. The 
Valley Team welcomed the oppor-
tunity to share “how the leadership 
sausage gets made.” The case study in 
leadership focused on the challenges,
difficulties, hardships, and tears that 
went into transforming MSEC into 
Valley Collaborative. ▪

Sharing the Valley Story with Future Leaders 

Left right: Dr. Tony Bent, Massachusetts 
Association of School Superintendents 
(M.A.S.S.) Assistant Superintendent Leader-
ship Seminar Facilitator; Joia Mercurio, 
Assistant Executive Director Valley 
Collaborative; Kari Morrin, Director 
of Student Services Valley Collabora-
tive; Sean Glavin, Director of Finance 
and Operations Valley Collaborative; Dr. 
Chris A. Scott, Executive Director Valley 
Collaborative.

From left to right:  Sean Glavin, Director 
of Finance and Operations, Valley Col-
laborative; Mary Beth Banios, Assistant 
Superintendent Shrewsbury Public Schools; 
Dr. Laura Chesson, Superintendent Groton-
Dunstable Regional School District; De-
nise Pigeon, Superintendent Nashoba Valley 
Technical School District; Annie Willis, 
Principal Valley Collaborative Elementary 
School; Chris Cowan, Principal Valley Col-
laborative Transitional High School Site 
1; Craig Martin, Assistant Superintendent 
of Learning and Teaching Reading Public 
Schools.

Left to right:  Joia Mercurio, Assistant Ex-
ecutive Director, Valley Collaborative; Kari 
Morrin, Director of Student Services Val-
ley Collaborative; Sean Glavin, Director of 
Finance and Operations Valley Collaborative; 
Dr. Chris A. Scott, Executive Director Valley 
Collaborative; Tom Scott, Executive Director 
Massachusetts Association of School Superin-
tendents (M.A.S.S.)



From left to right:  Mr. James Campanini, Editor Lowell Sun; Dr. 
Judith Klimkiewicz, Massachusetts Department of Education senior 
consultant for strategic planning for College/Career Education 
and Workforce Development and recently retired superintendent of 
schools for the Nashoba Valley Technical School District; Dr. Chris 
A. Scott, Executive Director Valley Collaborative; Mr. Tim Piwowar, 
Superintendent Billerica Public Schools and Chairman of The Valley 
Collaborative Board of Directors.

Leadership Mentorship Program Coffee Hour
Valley’s  Leadership Mentorship Pro-
gram Presents Coffee Hour Lecture 
Series (Part 2). We look forward to 
hosting  the last two of this year’s 
Coffee Hour Lecture Series beginning 
with  Dr. Anthony Bent, Massachu-
setts Association of School Superin-
tendents, Assistant Superintendent 
Leadership Seminar Facilitator 
and past Superintendent Groton-
Dunstable Regional School District 
on Thursday, June 1st.   We are also 
very pleased to host Massachusetts 
Lieutenant Governor Karyn Polito on 
Thursday, June 15th. ▪

From left to right Sean Glavin, Director of Finance and Operations Valley Col-
laborative; Curt Malonson, Assistant Director of Finance, Valley Collabora-
tive; Everett (Bill) Olsen, Superintendent Westford Public Schools; Dr. Chris A. 
Scott, Executive Director Valley Collaborative; Darren Goad, Adult Services 
Program Supervisor, Valley Collaborative; Brian Mihalek, Program Lead Valley 
Collaborative Middle School; Rick Pelletier, Director of Student Services, 
Tewksbury Public Schools; Kari Morrin, Director of Student Services Valley 
Collaborative; Joia Mercurio, Assistant Executive Director Valley Collabora-
tive.

From left to right:  Joan Landers, Superintendent North 
Middlesex Regional School District; Dr. Chris A. Scott, 
Executive Director Valley Collaborative.



Chris A. Scott, PhD
Executive Director
cscott@valleycollaborative.org

Joia Mercurio 
Assistant Executive
Director
jmercurio@valleycollaborative.org

Sean Glavin
Director of Finance and
Operations 
sglavin@valleycollaborative.org

Kari Morrin
Director of Student 
Services
kmorrin@valleycollaborative.org

Paul Donovan
Network Administrator
pdonovan@valleycollaborative.org

Jessica Scalzi  
Lead Nurse 
jscalzi@valleycollaborative.org

Mark Morreale
Operations and 
Facilities Manager 
mmorreale@valleycollaborative.org

Heather Valcanas
Adult Services Manager 
hvalcanas@valleycollaborative.org

Annie Willis
Principal, Valley 
Elementary School
awillis@valleycollaborative.org

Nicole Noska
Principal, Valley Middle 
School
nnoska@valleycollaborative.org

Chris Cowan
Principal, Site 1
Valley Transitional High 
School
ccowan@valleycollaborative.org

Julie Fielding
Principal, Site 2
Valley Transitional High 
School
jfielding @valleycollaborative.org

Kristine Bonsack
Principal, Site 3
Valley Transitional High
School
kbonsack@valleycollaborative.org
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